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Public Health Issues 

•  Current and potential health impacts and 
concerns in South Carolina 

•  Surveillance and assessment 
•  Emergency management 
•  Planning and public policy for adaptation 

and mitigation 



Current and potential health impacts 

•  Frequency, type, severity and duration of 
extreme weather events 
– And subtle impacts of climate change 

•  Vulnerable populations 
–  Intersection of chronic illness and climate change 
– Food security 

•  Change in type and distribution of vector-borne, 
food-borne and water-borne diseases 

•  Impacts of sea level rise 
•  Economics: The Dismal Science 



Surveillance and assessment 

•  DHEC Environmental Public Health 
Tracking System  
– Surveillance of key indicators 
– Communication of information to the public 

– http://www.scdhec.gov/administration/epht/ 
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Emergency management 

•  Emergency plans for the full range of 
extreme weather events 

•  Responding to health and medical needs 
during and after events 

•  Important links with the Health Services 
Division of Acute Disease Epidemiology, 
the Environmental Division of Waste 
Management & Emergency Response and 
the Division of Emergency Medical 
Services 

 



Planning and public policy 
•  Little public health attention is directed toward awareness of 

climate change issues, let alone adaptation and mitigation 
•  Public health and emergency management capabilities are 

greatly diminished due to state and federal funding cuts 
•  In SC, DHEC workforce has declined from 5,265 filled FTEs 

in 2000 to less than 3,400 filled FTEs in 2011  
•  Increased environmental pressures, demands for services 

and staff shortages for emergency response challenge the 
state’s ability to promote and protect the health of the public 
and the environment 

•  Political and economic climates are not conducive to 
effective planning and action for adapting to or mitigating 
climate change 



What public health can do 

•  Raise Awareness: 
– Offer opportunities for public health and 

environmental staff to learn about climate 
change impacts on health and environment 

–  Incorporate adaptation and mitigation 
messages into public information and 
programs  

•  Focus on the here and now:  
– Extreme weather events are teachable 

moments 



What public health can do 

•  Surveillance and Assessment: 
– Daily monitoring and response to disease 

outbreaks, hazardous material releases, 
climate-related illness 

– Sustaining surveillance, epidemiology and 
laboratory capabilities 

– Analyzing data and identifying trends and 
relationships between climate, environment 
and health 


