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Drought Development 2017/2018

• Climate and Weather Committee first met January 29, 2018.
• Conditions subsequently appeared to improve.



Drought Development
• Pat Guinan, State Climatologist, wrote:

“Record May warmth impacted Missouri with preliminary 
data indicating a statewide average temperature of 
72.5°F, or 8.2 degrees above the long-term average. 
The unprecedented warmth eclipsed the prior record 
established in 1962. … The extreme flip in monthly 
temperature anomalies, from 2nd coldest April to 1st

warmest May, was nothing short of incredible. Missouri 
experienced a spring where April behaved more like 
March and May was typical of June.”



Drought Progression



Drought Response – Executive Action
• Executive Order 18-05 was issued July 18, 

2018.
• The order declared a drought alert for all 

counties experiencing severe, extreme or 
exceptional drought (D2-D4).

• Counties entering drought alert would remain 
through the duration of the Executive Order –
December 1, 2018.



Drought Assessment Committee
Office of the Governor 
Department of Agriculture 
Department of Health and Senior 
Services 
Department of Conservation 
Department of Economic Development 
Department of Public Safety 
MU – State Climatologist 
MU – College of Agriculture, Food, and 
Natural Resources 
USDA – Farm Services Agency 
USDA – Natural Resource Conservation 
Service 
USDA - Rural Development 
U.S. Geological Survey 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

National Weather Service 
U.S. Forest Service 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
Region 7 
Green Hills Regional Planning 
Commission 
Northeast Missouri Regional Planning 
Commission 
Mark Twain Council of Governments 
Pioneer Trails Regional Planning 
Commission 
Mid-MO Regional Planning 
Commission 
Harry S Truman Coordinating Council 
Southwest Missouri Council of 
Governments 



Peak Drought Conditions



Drought Action – Drinking Water

July 2018

August 2018



Drought Action – Drinking Water
• Mandatory Conservation Measures
• Emergency Financial Assistance
• Leak Detection



Drought Action – Agriculture
• Emergency Hay/Water
• MoDNR Soil and Water Practices
• Hay Transportation Restrictions 
• USDA Federal Assistance



Water Hauling Access
• 28 Mo Conservation (MDC) areas; 5 MoDNR state parks
• Up to 5,000 gallons daily, per family farm. 
• Water available for livestock only, not for resale. 
• Farmers provide pumping/hauling equipment

Hay Lottery
• For farmers to bale hay
• Free of charge
• Farmers provide equipment 
• ~900 acres state parks land
• ~475 acres MDC land

August 20, 2018





Drought Action – Impact Reporting



MU Extension Resources
• More than 40 workshops to address drought issues 

relating to forages and beef production.  
• Other programming efforts jumped to 394 events 

reaching over 19,000 adults throughout the state.  



2018 Drought By The Numbers

dnr.mo.gov/drought.htm



Thank You

Questions?

JENNIFER HOGGATT
Director, Missouri Water Resources Center

jennifer.hoggatt@dnr.mo.gov


