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History
• Founded in 1995 at the 

University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, building on the 
International Drought 
Information Center

• 1995: 5 staff members
• 2022: 20-30 faculty, staff and 

students



About Us
• Interdisciplinary, 20-25 faculty, staff and students
• Climatology, meteorology, geography
• GIS, IT, web design & development
• Rural sociology, anthropology, planning, environmental 

education, human dimensions, public participation
• History, journalism, science communication
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Drought 
Planning: 

The Big 
Questions

NATIONAL DROUGHT MITIGATION CENTER

What do you 
want to protect? 

What can you 
do ahead of 
time? During 

drought?

How will you 
know you are 
in drought?
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at all scales
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How will you 
know you are 
in drought?

https://drought.unl.edu/Monitoring/DroughtMonitoringTools.aspx



Drought Impacts Toolkit 
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droughtimpacts.unl.edu

What do you 
want to protect?

What impacts do 
you want to 

prevent? 



Condition Monitoring Observer Reports 
(CMOR) help us “see more” drought
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Questions, comments?
Kelly Helm Smith, ksmith2@unl.edu


