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NIDIS Tribal
Engagement Activities

Crystal J. Stiles, Ph.D.

MRB-Midwest DEWS Partners Meeting | Omaha, NE
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NATIONAL INTEGRATED DROUGHT INFORMATION SYSTEM (NIDIS)

NIDIS Tribal Drought Engagement Strategy

Key tribal engagement activities to implement in
2021 and beyond.

Integrating tribal perspectives into NIDIS’ work is
important to ensure tribal nations are equal partners
in responding to drought.

Presents Guiding Principles of Engagement:
« Respecting tribal sovereignty
« Ensuring trust and reciprocity
« Ensuring DEWS are culturally appropriate and
useful for tribal nations

NIDIS TRIBAL DROUGHT
ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY

FOR THE MISSOURI RIVER BASIN AND MIDWEST
DROUGHT EARLY WARNING SYSTEMS (DEWS)




NATIONAL INTEGRATED DROUGHT INFORMATION SYSTEM (NIDIS)

Key Outcomes & Activities of the Strategy

NIDIS Coping with Drought: Building Tribal Drought Resilience Grant Program FY 2022

Applications required to be developed by or in full
partnership with tribal nations to fund the
implementations of actions - together with research
on those actions - to build drought resilience
contained in existing plans and strategies.

Plans may include, but are not limited to drought

contingency plans; drought, water, or natural resource b o
plans; agricultural resource management plans; or HELE Sasy 0
climate adaptation plans. s R L S
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NATIONAL INTEGRATED DROUGHT INFORMATION SYSTEM (NIDIS)

U.S. Drought Portal Content for Tribal Partners

Information available: drought.gov/tribal
e Drought monitoring on tribal

Drought Conditions for Tribal Nations
lands

Current LastWeek LastMonth

D ro u g ht I m p a Cts The U.S. Drought Monitor (USDM) is updated each
Thursday to show the location and intensity of

D rO u g ht p la n n i n g drought across the country. This map shows

current U.S. Drought Monitor drought designations

1 1 alongside tribal nation boundaries, according
C a Se St u d I eS/ p rOJ eCtS to U.S. Census Bureau legal boundary data as of

January 1, 2019.

Resources

Tribal Nations

. Tribal Nation Boundaries

U.S. Drought Monitor Categories

Listening sessions: D0 AbrormalyDry
e National Tribal & Indigenous S

. D2 - Severe Drought e (
¢

Climate Conference I 05RO PEONUS | ke ERLETE TElRreo Rco

. D4 - Exceptional Drought

. F utu re We bi n a rs Source(s): U.S. Census Bureau, U.S. Drought Monitor Updates Weekly - 09/07/21




NATIONAL INTEGRATED DROUGHT INFORMATION SYSTEM (NIDIS)

U.S. Drought Portal Content for Tribal Partners

*New*:
All downloadable
maps now have the

option to add Tribal
Nation boundaries!!
Here’s a couple of
examples:

Tribal Nations

Tribal Nation Boundaries
Source(s): UC Merced, Climate Engine
Data Valid - 10/03/22

60-Day Percent of Normal Precipitation @ m

Eal

Percent of Normal Precipitation (%)

0% 25%
100% 150%

Tribal Nations

Tribal Nation Boundaries
Source(s): UC Merced, Climate Engine
Data Valid - 10/03/22

50% 75% 100%

200% 300%




NATIONAL INTEGRATED DROUGHT INFORMATION SYSTEM (NIDIS)

Future Work

Y LOCATION | COUNTY
Drought Conditions for Dewey County
Go To South Dakota State Page

Develop pages where you can drill down to
tribal reservations for drought information.

Conduct regional listening sessions with
tribal partners on future website

development.

Current Conditions for Dewey County

Hold drought action plan discussions with
tribal partners.




NATIONAL INTEGRATED DROUGHT INFORMATION SYSTEM (NIDIS)

Check out our new 2-pager!

NIDIS TRIBAL DROUGHT
ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY
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NOAA’s National Integrated Drought Information System (NIDIS) has worked with Tribal Nations on drought
issues since its inception. In order to ensure the inclusion of indigenous perspectives in the implementation of
regional Drought Early Waming Systems (DEWS), NIDIS launched a Tribal Drought Engagement initiative in 2019
in collaboration with the Masters of the Environment Program at the University of Colorado Boulder. The project
strengthened relationships with tribal resource managers across the Missouri River Basin and Midwest DEWS to
effectively deliver timely and relevant drought information.

The NIDIS Tribal Drought Engagement Strategy included one year of consultations with tribal resource managers.

These ¢ identified critical gaps and actions that could be taken to address them. The
Strategy offers Guiding Principles of Engagement (below) that capture important approaches NIDIS wants to
embody in partnerships with Tribal Nations. It also includes key outcomes and activities to be implemented to
improve drought monitoring, forecasting, and resilience for Tribal Nations.

Guiding Principles of Tribal Engagement

Itis important to NIDIS to develop trust and a shared vision for improving drought preparedness in our
partnerships with Tribal Nations. The following Principles of Engagement were developed following robust
dialogue with more than 22 tribal natural resource managers and leaders across the Midwest and Missouri
River Basin regions.

Principle 1: Respecting Tribal Sovereignty

We acknowledge that Tribes are sovereign nations and indigenous peoples have  rght to self-determination.
We also uphold the Federal Trust to ensure

relationships with Tribal Nations.

Principle 2: Ensuring Trust and Reciprocity

Establishing the trust and respect of tribal resource managers and leaders is the cornerstone of this Strategy.
The notion of reciprocity is central to Native American society and culture, and we are committed to practicing
this native social norm with our tribal partners.

Principle 3: Ensuring DEWS are Culturally Appropriate and Useful for Tribal Nations

We encourage the integration of Native American knowledge and values, including Traditional Ecological

Knowledge (TEK), into NIDIS drought programs. We respect traditional drought resilience strategies that

have been practiced by indigenous peoples for thousands of years. We are also working to ensure the use of
iate language to our relationships with our tribal partners.

Current and Upcoming Tribal Activitie:
With the Strategy as a guide, NIDIS has i and plansto i several tribal activi-
ties with its tribal partners over the next few years.
« NIDIS Tribal Engagement Coordinator
NIDIS hired its first Tribal Cy in2021. The C works with tribal partners, as

well as agencies and organizations that are working on drought and climate issues with Tribal Nations, to
assess needs and provide support for drought early warning.

Coping with Drought: Building Tribal Drought Resilience Grant Program

In FY22, NIDIS dedicated $1.5 million to a Coping with Drought: Building Tribal Drought Resilience grant
competition. The competition solicited proposals on implementation activities from existing tribal resource
management plans. It also required that the project be led or co-led by a member of a Tribal Nation.

Northern Plains & Missouri River Basin Tribal Drought Webinar Series

In collaboration with the North Central Climate Adapta- =2
tion Science Center, NOAA's National Centers for Envi-
ronmental Information Regional Climate Services, and

the USDA Northern Plains Climate Hub, NIDIS hosted a
drought-focused webinar series in 2021 to provide re-
sources to tribal resource managers in the Northern Plains
facing drought conditions. Given its success as well as
drought development and intensification, the webinar
series was expanded in scope and resumed in Spring 2022.

Tribal Input Into the 2020-2021 U.S. Northern Plains-Canadian Prairies Drought Assessment

NIDIS is leading the effort to compile an assessment report on the 2020-2021 drought in the U.S. Northern
Plains and Canadian Prairies. The report will incorporate valuable tribal perspectives on the drought. Fur-
thermore, there are two Indigenous co-authors of the report.

imate & Drought Conditions |
in the Missouri River Basin
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Drought.gov Tribal Resources and Listening Sessions

NIDIS will hold listening sessions with tribal partners to learn how the U.S. Drought Portal, Drought.gov, can
serve Tribal Nations better. These sessions will be conducted on a regional scale, in acknowledgment that
tribes’ needs are unique depending on where their lands are located.

Learn more:

Website: drought.gov/tribal/ Twitter: @DroughtGov Facebook: facebook.com/droughtgov




Thank You

For more information, email
crystal.stiles@noaa.gov.

@ www.drought.gov
Q @DroughtGov
ﬂ @DroughtGov

G National Integrated Drought
Information System
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