
	
Midwest	DEWS	Regional	Assessment	Workshops	

Objectives	and	Outcomes	
	
Objectives	
Continue	to	build	a	Midwest	DEWS	community	of	a	diverse	group	of	federal,	tribal,	state,	and	
local	stakeholders	that	represent	all	economic	sectors,	including	climate,	water,	and	land	
resource	management,	to	develop	strategies	and	implement	processes	for	improving	drought	
early	warning	and	resiliency	in	the	Midwest.		
	
Leverage	the	Midwest	DEWS	community	to	provide	an	opportunity	for	state	agencies	and	local	
entities	representing	a	broad	range	of	sectors	(e.g.,	energy,	navigation,	tourism,	ecosystems,	
agriculture,	health,	and	others)	to	learn	from	each	other	regarding	the	status	of	monitoring,	
drought	planning,	use	of	drought	indicators	and	triggers,	challenges	and	impacts	of	recent	
droughts,	and	drought	response	mechanisms.	
	
Develop	strategies	that	will	benefit	the	Midwest	DEWS	community	(e.g.,	actionable	tools,	
resources,	and	opportunities)	to	continue	to	improve	drought	resiliency	and	early	drought	
warning.	These	strategies	will	inform	specific	actions	in	the	Midwest	DEWS	Strategic	Plan.		
	
Outcomes	
Enhanced	communication	resources	and	networks	(e.g.,	leveraging	citizen	science	programs)	
that	will	be	most	effective	for	conveying	drought	information	among	sectors,	government	
levels,	and	geographic	areas.	
	
Strategies	to	support	drought	vulnerability	assessments,	drought	planning	at	state	and	local	
levels,	and	how	drought	monitoring,	can	be	included	in	drought	planning	and	other	hazard	
mitigation	planning	efforts.	
	
	
	
	
	



Improved	understanding	of:		
• how	decision	makers	are	currently	using	available	drought	and	climate	tools	(e.g.,	US	

Drought	Monitor)	
• stakeholder	regional	and	statewide	needs	concerning	how	to	create	and	evaluate	a	

consistent	drought	message	across	sectors,	agencies	and	other	stakeholders	
• tools	associated	with	the	collection	of	drought	impacts	and	adaptive	capacities	(BMPs)	

in	addition	to	identifying	strategies	to	improve	the	collection	of	such	impacts	and	
adaptive	capacities	
	

Recommendations	for	future	actions,	strategies,	collaborative	research,	and	decision	support	to	
improve	drought	early	warning	and	resiliency	in	the	Midwest.		These	recommendations	will	
inform	actions	in	the	Midwest	DEWS	Strategic	Plan.	
	
	

	


